
Ripples - March 2021 — Page 1

228 Museum Dr. • PO Box 12249 • Lansing, MI 48901 • 517-482-5700 • Office Hours: Tues.-Fri. 10 am to 2 pm • e-mail: RWT@riverwalktheatre.com • web site: RiverwalkTheatre.com

from the Community Circle Players at 

 Riverwalk Theatre
March, 2021

 Season 32 • Number 6

Join creative team Kelly Stuible-Clark, 
Nicole Martin, Rita Deibler, and Matt 
Ottinger for Riverwalk Theatre’s virtual 
production of Working. The 2012 Re-
vision of Stephen Schwartz’ classic has 
additional songs by Lin-Manuel Miranda, 
James Taylor, Mary Rodgers, and more. 
This production will take the lead from 
Studs Terkel’s best-selling book and place 
it squarely in mid-Michigan, examining 
what it means to be working (or not work-
ing) in 2021. 

Director Kelly says, “What’s great 
about this newest revival, and the virtual 
options MTI is presenting, is they also allow 
companies to include community stories 
about their own “working” experience. 
...This new venture allows us to bring in 
more community members as storytellers 
into our theatrical family.”

The cast calls for 3M 3F, but Kelly will 
expand upon this as needed. She’ll rehearse 
and “shoot” the entire project virtually.

WORKING AudItIONS
Audition Video  
due March 12

Rehearsals Mid March - May
We are truly looking for actors of diverse 

backgrounds, including all ethnicities, ages 
(can play 18 and older), genders, and theatre 
acting and voice “types,” that are willing to 
portray masons, fast-food workers, house-
wives, truck drivers, call center reps, sex 
workers and more. 

We’re asking everyone interested to 
prepare your best 1-2 minutes of singing 
that shows your vocal range and ability to 
portray a character, as well as a reading of 
one of the provided sides.

This production will be rehearsed virtu-
ally (beginning in Mid-March and working 
through May), and individual scenes will be 
recorded and edited to produce a full show.

Tobeginyouraudition,pleasefillouta

Audition 
now 

to be a 
part of 
RwT’s  
first 

Virtual 
Musical!

form at https://forms.gle/VGipwnhgqH-
PRBm369. (That link is also available at 
RiverwalkTheatre.com)

More audition details (and “sides” for 
recording your reading) will be provided 
after you submit your audition form.

All audition videos must be submit-
ted by Friday, March 12. If you have any 
questions, you can contact Director Kelly 
at kstuibs@gmail.com. 

Working will air for two weekends at 
the end of May (Fri-Sun) As with A Doll’s 
House, you will only be able to watch it 
on the day/time for which you purchased a 
ticket. The ShowTix4u link will be available 
at the Riverwalk website. Tickets will be $25 
plus the ShowTix fees. Leftover coupons 
and comps can be used; contact Mike at the 
officerwt@Riverwalktheatre.com

(Unlike A Doll’s House, Working is 
NOT in “the public domain”; we are paying 
royalties, so do not count on a “revival” as 
is happening with Doll’s House; see p. 3)
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as Nora’s biggest threat)—when you 
have a gifted, disciplined actor in the 
center of a play like this, everyone steps 
up their game to rise to the occasion.

And what an occasion! 
I’ve read and seen A Doll’s House 

before, but I often get its plot confused 
with Ibsen’s other seminal feminist 
work, Hedda Gabler, which is my 
only excuse for not being certain what 
Nora’s fate would be. And I won’t 
spoil it here, except to say that it left 
mefeelingverysatisfied.Andhappy.
And hopeful. If not for Nora, then for 
my theatre community, which I think 
has turned a corner in its battle with 
the pandemic thanks to this production.

Brian Farnham’s notion of con-
ceptually placing the audience in 
the center of the room in which the 
story unfolds (yes, cue that Hamilton 
number if your head if you must) is 
responsible for the production’s other 
breakthrough in keeping us engaged 
while watching a little computer screen 
instead of breathing and seeing the 

respiration and aspiration and desperation 
ofthecharactersintheflesh.

Frankly, I’m so impressed by this idea 
that I don’t really know how to talk about 
it. It makes such sense, but in the way that 
brilliant ideas always seem obvious once 
someone else has conceived them and dem-
onstrated that they work. We are in the room 
with Nora and her troublesome visitors. It’s 
not like being in a theatre, but it is also not 
likewatchingafilmofaplay.It’slikehav-
ing a privileged view of intensely intimate 
transactions. It’s something new, and you 
really must see it to appreciate it.

The work of the designers and technical 
wizards who helped pull this off also have to 

A doll’s House Meets Virtual Challenge

Most importantly, you get Rachel Daugh-
erty as the complicated Nora, struggling 
to keep her bearings and her standing in a 
ruthlessly disempowering social structure 
for women. Ibsen’s battlegrounds are usu-
ally very genteel and proper on the surface, 
with the unspoken warfare raging in the 
minds of his protagonist and the characters 
whose own self-interests threaten to undo 
her. Watching Daugherty’s seemingly placid 
face thrash about in search of an escape from 
her predicament is like admiring a beautiful 
pocket watch but sensing the tremble of deli-
cate gears going terribly awry just beneath.

And as is so often the case—not to take 
anything away from the hard work of every-
one else in the cast (and especially Joe Clark 

rEViEW

I entered the audience for River-
walk’s production of A Doll’s House 
with unreasonably high expecta-
tions. I blame the Channel 10 news 
report for this, because it did a great 
job of describing the technical and 
design innovations Brian Farnham 
had devised in order to overcome 
the many limitations of watching a 
play recorded on Zoom. 

I was led to believe that this 
time we would get something more 
than forward-staring heads reciting 
lines in little boxes, popping in and 
out but clearly not relating to each 
other in any real way and certainly 
not connecting to an audience. The 
WLNS story sounded too optimistic 
to be true; and I have become accus-
tomed to being disappointed by any 
new approaches people have tried to 
outsmart the pandemic unless they 
had a huge budget to back it up.

Throughout my viewing of the 
matinee on Sunday, A Doll’s House 
filledmewithawe,hope,anddeep
appreciation for what Brian and his collabora-
tors have pulled off. It was all there as I was 
told it would be. Actors genuinely related to 
each other as if they were in the same room 
even though they were in separate boxes. 

Meticulous set design and camera place-
ment allowed items in one box to cross into 
the other, and the passing of props across 
an unseen place just below where the two 
boxes came together. The boxes often came 
together seamlessly, by the way. Two squares 
looked like one big rectangle, especially 
when the Helmers’ unitive Christmas tree 
and its perfectly matched ornamental strands 
were in the frame(s).

All that is very good, and delightful 

continued on page 3

to behold in and of itself, 
but such cleverness could 
hardly sustain a two-hour 
production viewed on a 
laptop. For that you need 
some seriously good act-
ing—actors who prepare 
and analyze and choose and 
commit, something that, 
let’s be honest, you don’t get 
all that often in community 
theatre. 

You do, here.

be mentioned. I don’t usually think or 
care that much about costumes (my 
shortcoming), but in this case Amanda 
Macomber’s creations lend richness 
and authenticity to the 19th century 
Norwegian sitting room simply but 
effectively decked out (I assume) by 
the most resourceful and dedicated 
stage manager our community has 
to offer, the indispensable Michele 
Booher-Purosky.  

And — lest I forget — the man who 

Rachel Daugherty 
embodies 
 “Nora”
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Abigail Tykocki - Helen & Anne Rachel Daugherty - Nora

Jace Harper - TorvaldJoe Clark - Krogstad 

Bob Purosky - Dr. Rank Michele Booher Purosky - A.D.

Brian Farnham - Director

managed to stitch all the little 
pieces of this production into 
the whole that we get to enjoy 
was, of course, Matt Ottinger.

So. I think that’s all I have 
to say, and I regret that I took 
so many words to say it. But 
I have a motivation here… I 
WANT YOU TO SEE THIS 
PRODUCTION. 

Doak Bloss
 

Doak wrote this review 
before the show closed— but 
never fear: you can still 
follow his advice and SEE 
THIS PRODUCTION!

 A Doll’s House is back 
for a limited run! Go to 
Riverwalktheatre.com and 
click the Show Tix link to buy 
your ticket (OR go directly to 
showtix4u.com and “search” 
for Riverwalk Theatre.)

The show program with 
photos and bios can be 
viewed by clicking the “pro-
gram” button on the ShowTix 
event page; you can also 
download the program.

This will be “On Demand 
Viewing” which means you 
can watch it ONCE on your 
own schedule. BUT, once 
you start watching it, you 
have to finish the two-hour 
video within 48 hours. 

As before, it’s still a 
one-and-done situation, but 
unlike before, you don’t have 
to tune in at specific times. 
Tickets are still $20 per 
household, plus fees. 

If you have a season 
ticket coupon or promo ticket, 
email Mike (rwt@riverwalk-
theatre.com) OR phone him 
during office hours Tues.-Fri. 
10 am-2 pm (517-482-5700) 
and he will process your 
reservation for you.

Your ticket will arrive 
as a link in your email from 
ShowTix — not Riverwalk — 
so check your various email 
folders for SHOWTIX4U. 

Tune in SOON! This 
show disappears at 11:45pm 
on March 31st. 

Kate Dickinson - Christine

Doll’s House cont. from p. 2

Back for a 

limited time!

View on your own schedule 

through March 31st!
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Shannon Bowen
Liz Cooke
Laura Croff
Dan Currie
Kate Dickinson
Kameron Going
Leon Green
Sarah Hayner
Bernie Lucas
Scott Mandel
Scott Pohl
Brett Robertson
Hope Rollins
Cody Skalmowski
Linda Widener
Jane Zussman

Ripples is published by 
Riverwalk Theatre. Submit 
info to Editor Jane Zussman 
(jszussman@gmail.com) or 
Riverwalk Manager Mike 
Siracuse (rwt@riverwalk-
theatre.com) 517-482-5700 
or at RiverwalkTheatre.com

P.O. Box 12249 
Lansing MI 48901

Next to Impression 5,  
228 Museum Drive, south 

off Michigan Avenue, 
across from the  
Lansing Center

Supported in part by MICHIgan COunCIL 
FOR aRTS anD CuLTuRaL aFFaIRS 
• naTIOnaL EnDOWMEnT FOR THE 
aRTS • COMMunIT y FOunDaTIOn • 
aRTS COunCIL OF gREaTER LanSIng

ANGel 
Mary & Sam Austin 
Brian Farnham
Tom & Carol Ferris
Leon Green
Lee Helder
Jack & Marge Hetherington
Doug Kempf 
Janet Lockwood
Nancy Muhlbach
Ric Sadler
Clarence Weiss
Linda Widener
Mark & Jane Zussman

StAR
Kathy Booth
Facebook Fundraising 
Betty Francis
Hari Kern 

Rita Deibler 
Mari Cameron
Cathy DeRose
Carol & Glenn Dunn
Elizabeth Evangelista
Kelly Jo Garland
Gary Gillespie, MD
Kameron & Taren Going
Albert Hakala
Sarah Hayner
Bill Kennedy
Teresa Lippert
Jeff Litten
Ron McNeill
Charles Miller
Bill & Gloria Purosky
Lori Reyes
Brett Robertson 
Maribeth Robertson
Cody Skalmowski
Dee & Ned Verhil
Cathy Wotring
Kay Zakrajsek

ACtOR
Wyatt Anthony
Vanessa Askew
Kelly Baker
Darlenel Berling
Drew Birchmeier
Twyla Birdsong
Chance Boyd
Betsie Branch
Jean Burk
Camryn Cardwell
Sherry Cardwell
Hui Hua Chua 
Joseph Clark
Caila Conklin
Liz Cooke
Braden Cooley
Anne Cruce
Rachael Cupples
Rachel Daugherty 
Angela Dawe
Kate Dickinson
Tim Donal
Adriana Flores
Zachary Freeman
Jerry Fuller
Mandy Fuller
Courtney Gordon
Janell Hall
Christine Hall
Michael Hays
Erin Hoffman
Ann Holt 
Ellen Houlroyd
Cheryl Leece 
Kelley Lofton
Elizabeth Lozen
Janet Michaluk
Marillyn Owens
Kristin Pagels
Luka Skrbinsek Pawsek
Gabriel Pitman
Jenny Popovich
Ellen Ransley
Racheal Raymer 
Tricia Rogers
Vee Rose
Diane Sanders
Kiana Sims 

Without show 
revenue 
Riverwalk 
depends 
on you for 
operating 
expenses to 
maintain our 
building and 
staff. We WIll 
be back live 
onstage for 
“Act II”!
Membership 
runs July 
- June. 
Membership 
funds at least 
a quarter 
of our show 
budgets as 
well as general 
operations.
Actor — $15-24, 

Ripples, voting on 
board members & 
Members Choice 
favorite show award.

technician —$25-
49, Ripples, voting, 
program listing

Stage Manager — 
$50-99, Ripples, vot-
ing, program listing, 
and one comp ticket

director — $100-
249, Ripples, voting, 
program listing, two 
comp tickets 

Producer — $250-
499, Ripples, voting, 
program listing, four 
comp tickets

Star — $500-999, 
R i p p l e s ,  v o t i n g , 
program listing, six 
comps, name on the-
atre seat 

Angel — $1000+, 
Ripples, voting, pro-
gram listing, 12 comp 
tickets, name on a 
theatre seat and on 
the donor board in 
the lobby

Join or Renew: at 
r iverwalk the-
atre.com — click 
“more” then “get 
involved” to join 
online... 
OR just mail a 
check to Mike at 
the office, P.O. Box 
12249, Lansing 
48901. We’re 501c3 
tax deductible. 

Bob & Lisa Mueller
Bob & Mary K. Hodges Nees
Irv Nichols
John Nichols
Phyllis Nix
Eileen O’Leary 
Eleanor Omoto
Scott Pohl
Milton & Sue Powell
Greg & Denise Pratt
Alex Quinlan
Bob & Suzanne Robinson
Shirley & Steve Robinson
Hope Rollins
Jan Ross
Ruth Sablich
Charles & Mary Beth Sartorius
Kay Seppala
Ayleen Sims 
Daniel Sobish
Barbara & Geoffrey Stauffer
Susan & Ron Swenson
Sandra & Bob Thomasson
Bob & Sally Tubbs
Abigail & Nathan Tykocki
Christopher Verhil
Patty Wieber 
Fran Yelon
Craig Young 
Liane Zimny

StAGe MANAGeR
Donna Aberlich
Kathleen Banghart
Colleen Bethea
Jacqueline Borszich
Shannon Bowen
Chance Boyd
Joan Brunger
James B. Brunk III
Doug Carleton
Cheryl Chapman
Joe & Connie Conley
Leroy Cupp
Roberta Dugan
Mrs. Jane E. Griffin
Donald & Elizabeth Kaufman
Tom Klunzinger
Olivia Letts
Nancy Madtes
Lynne Martinez
Shelly McReynolds 
Susan Merkle
Penny Owen
Allison Rickett 
Merry Rosenberg
Taylor Rupp Haslett
Jenna Rutherford
Cambray Sampson
Ellie Sartorius
Dr. Rachel Schumann 
Mary Jane Schuon 
Ralph Sims 
Pauline Sondag
Dorothy Stark
Ronald & Agnes Thill
Joe Tuchinsky & Cele Friestater 
Don West 
Pam Ziarnik

teCHNICIAN 
Mary Avery
Andrew & Hailey Barrus 
Barb Burns-Briggs

thanks to all our 2020-21 Season 32 Members!
Mike Sobocinski
Leora Stutes 
Ruth Tepin 
Yvette Tingey 
Amanda Tollstam
Gretchen Trent
Sandy Vanlancker
Brittany Weaver
Tonya Woodrough

IN MeMORy Of  
dONAld A. yOuNG
Craig Young 

IN MeMORy Of PAul ReeKIe
Brenden Gunnell
Tom Klunzinger
Jane & Mark Zussman

IN MeMORy Of  
GRetCHeN feRGASON
Jeff & Tina Brenner

IN MeMORy Of GROVeNOR 
“KIP” GRIMeS 
Rebecca Grimes

IN MeMORy Of BIll HeldeR
Nancy Hoagland

IN MeMORy Of ROBeRt 
HeCKSel
Rosemarie Bonk 

IN MeMORy Of AlAN lABOVItz
Judith Labovitz 

IN MeMORy Of  
MARGARet INGRAHAM
Ken Beachler

IN HONOR Of  
JAN lOCKWOOd’S BIRtHdAy
Ken Beachler
Elizabeth Boyd 
Leslie Brogan
Mimi Burpee
Marcia Fishman 
Jim & Jan Fry
Billie & John Harrison
Lee Helder
Audrey Lockwood with Lin 

Norton, Jenny, Danii, Bethany 
& Tara Buchanan

Eric Lockwood
Kathy Lockwood & Niel Scott
William Loftus
Bob Mellor & Roger Rochowiak
Anyssa Marvin
Colleen McNamara
Susan Messe
Sandy Norton
Pamela, Nancy & Minda Nyquist
Bill & Gloria Purosky
Bob & Suzanne Robinson
Janice Ruff
Mike Siracuse
Jurgen Skoppek
Penny Stump
James Trebilcock
Kathy Wilbur
Jane Wilensky
Ronald Uken & Suzanne 

Miel-Uken
Connie & Michael VanDerTuuk
Jane & Mark Zussman

Jeff Magnuson & Amy Rickett
Scott Mandel
Karen McGowan
Bob Mellor & Roger Rowchowiak
Gordon E. Miracle
Sandy Norton
Tamiko Rothhorn 
Robert & Janice Skabic
Lonny & Judy Snow
Gordon & Sheila Taylor

PROduCeR 
Diane Ashera
Rod & Luanne Beaudry
Rebecca & Paul Kennedy
Cynthia Kruska
Gini Larson
Bob & Kathy Lovell
Dave & Fran Ludington
Robert & Shelagh Miller
Mary & James Murphy 
Dan & Lisa Pappas
Michele Booher-Purosky & Bob 

Purosky
John Putnam
Bonnie & Dick Radway
Schor Lansing Fund
Gordon & Connie Swix
Bill St John & Susan Nehf
Anthony Sump 
Robert & Joan Trezise
Richard Weingartner
Carolyn White
Paul Wright & Ute von der 

Heyden
James & Rose Zacks

dIReCtOR
Bonnie Allmen
Robert & Clare Banks
Joe Baumann
Tim Beam 
Doak Bloss & Gerardo Ascheri
Margaret Bossenbery 
Carol Bray
Charles Calati
Ann & Adam Carlson
Harlow Claggett & Diane Smith
Nancy Colflesh
The Cooke Family
Dan Currie
Mrs. Robert Curry
Marvin & Peggy Dunn
Katheryn Elliott
Gwen Erickson
Bruce & Joyce Fillmore
Darrin & Sarah Fowler
Oralya Garza-Ueberroth
Edric & Brandi Haleen
Ashley Hampton
Beth Hubble
Karen & Jerry Jennings
Mary Johnston 
Mary Elaine Kiener
Darlene Kittle
Dave & Gina Kuerbitz
Judith Labovitz
Cleo-Rae Lavey
Kathy & Bob Lovell
Bernie Lucas
Clare S. Mackey
Kris Maier
Gregory Martin
Mary Maurer

RIVeRWAlK
2020-2021 Officers 
President, Jeff Magnuson
Admin. VP, Darrin Fowler
Production VP, Rita Deibler
Treasurer, Michele Booher-

Purosky
Secretary, Brian Farnham

2020-2021 Board  
of directors


